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DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning 
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy 
experts, including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Distinguished 
Professor of Education at Clemson University. 

Dr. Gambrell has served as President of the National 
Reading Conference, the College Reading Association, 
and the International Reading Association. 


Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color photographs 
combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories to offer a fresh 
approach to each subject in the series. Each DK READER is 
guaranteed to capture a child’s interest while developing his 
or her reading skills, general knowledge, and love of reading. 


The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different 
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that are 
exactly right for your child: 


Pre-level 1: Learning to read 
Level 1: Beginning to read 
Level 2: Beginning to read alone 
Level 3: Reading alone 

Level 4: Proficient readers 


The “normal” age at which a child begins to read 
can be anywhere from three to eight years old. Adult 
participation through the lower levels is very helpful 
for providing encouragement, discussing storylines, 
and sounding out unfamiliar words. 


No matter which level you 
select, you can be sure that you 
are helping your child learn to 
read, then read to learn! 
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Playful Puppy 


Written by Charlotte Hicks 


Holly had been waiting 

for this day for a very long time. 
she could not believe her dream 
was about to come true. 
Everything was ready. 

There was only one thing left 

to tick off on The lisT... 


her new puppy! 
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Holly’s mom and dad 
came into the living room. 
Mom was carrying 

a big, blue box. 

Holly slowly opened the lid 
and out jumped 

her new best friend! 

“| will call him Wooay,” 
said Holly. 

“That is a good name,’ 


said Dad. 
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Woody saw Dad's shoe 
on the floor. 

Chew, chew, chew! 
“Stop that, you playful puppy!” 
said Dad. 

Woody saw Moms lunch 
on the table. 

Munch, munch, munch! 
“Stop that, you playful puppy!” 


called Mom. 


Holly's big sister, Megan, 
had left her woolly hat 
on the floor. 

Woody grabbed the hat 
and ran out the door 

to the backyard. 

“That playful puppy 
needs to be trained!” 


cried Megan. 
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Holly went out to the backyard 
to train Woody. 

“Woody, sit!" said Holly. 

“Woof, woof!” barked Woody. 
He rolled on the grass and 


wagged his tail. 
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“Woody, come!” called Holly, 

but Woody had seen Buster, 

the rabbit, hopping around 

the yard. 

Woody wanted fo play with him. 


He chased him around and around. 


“Come here, you playful puppy!” 
shouted Holly. 


Av Ny OAVUINN ZV WM 


15 


suddenly Holly heard 
a great big SPLASH! 
Woody had jumped 
into the pond. 

He was swimming 


with the fish! 
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“What am | going to do with you?" 


asked Holly, laughing. 


On Saturday, there was a fair 


in the town square. 

Holly played a game and 
won a teddy bear. 
Megan had fun 

on the bouncy castle. 


Woody licked a boy's ice-cream cone! 


There was going to be 


a dog show at the far. 


Everyone was very excited. 
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Dogs of all shapes and sizes 


had come to the fair 
with their owners. 


There were lots of prizes fo be won. 
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The judge came over 

to look at Woody. 

“Be a good boy,’ said Holly. 

His tail began to wag. 

Oh no! 

Woody jumped up at the judge. 
He left dirty paw prints 

on her new dress. 

The judge looked at 

the other dogs. 
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The prizes were given out 

to the winning dogs. 

They barked loudly and 
wagged their tails. 

People clapped and smiled. 
Woody looked at Holly 
with sad, brown eyes. 


Holly stroked his soft, 


floppy ears. 


“| have one last prize to give out 
to a special dog,’ said the judge. 
Who could the winner be? 
Everyone stood still. 

All was quiet. 

The judge said, “The first prize 

for the most playful puppy 


goes fo... 
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... Woody!” 

Holly jumped up and down 
in surprise! 

Woody's tail began to wag. 
He gave Holly a big, wet lick 
on her nose. 

“Oh, Woody, you really are 
the most playful puppy!” 
laughed Holly. 
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Checklist 
list of things 
to be done 


Judge 
person who chooses 
the winner 


Paw 
animal’s soft padded 
foot with claws 


Prize 
a reward given to a 
winner of a competition 


Training 
step-by-step teaching 
to do something new 
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DK READERS help children learn to 
read, then read to learn. If you enjoyed 
this DK READER, then look out for 
these other titles ideal for your child. 


Level 1 Deadly Dinosaurs 

Roar! Thud! Meet Rexy, Sid, Deano, and Sonia, 
the dinosaurs that come alive at night in the 
museum. Who do you think is the deadliest? 


Level 1 Little Dolphin 

Follow Little Dolphin’s adventures when he leaves 
his mother and joins the older dolphins for the first 
time. Will he be strong enough to keep up? 


Level 1 Bugs Hide and Seek 

Be surprised! Some bugs have the perfect shape 
and color to stay hidden. They look like parts 
of the plants around them. Can you spot them? 


Level 1 Mega Machines 


Hard hats on! The mega machines are very busy 
building a new school. Watch them in action! 


Level 1 Pirate Attack! 

Come and join Captain Blackbeard and his 
pirate crew for an action-packed adventure 
on the high seas. 
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Holly’s dream has come true— 
she gets her very own puppy. 


DK READERS 


Stunning photographs combine with lively illustrations and engaging, 
age-appropriate stories, in a multilevel reading program guaranteed 
to capture children’s interest while developing their reading skills. 


High-frequency words +) 
® Picture word strips, picture glossary, and simple index | 


Labels to introduce and reinforce vocabulary 


Learning 
to read 


© High level of adult participation helpful 


Simple sentences and limited vocabulary 


Beginning 
to read 


® Picture glossary and simple index 


© Adult participation helpful 


Longer sentences and increased vocabulary 
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Information boxes full of extra fun facts 


Simple index 


Occusional adult participation helpful 


: ® More complex sentence structure 
Reading sera 
| @ Information boxes and alphabetical glossary 
alone © Comprehensive index 


Rich vocabulary and challenging sentence structure 


Proficient 
readers 


Additional information and alphabetical glossary 


Comprehensive index 


Children will learn to read, (hea teed - lean 
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